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INTRODUCTION 

The goal of this reading comprehension book is to encourage girls to read—

and practice understanding what they have read—through 48 fun short 
stories about topics that many girls can relate to, including stories about 
fairies, mermaids, princesses, slumber parties, magic items, birthday parties, 
field trips, and more. 

This book begins with 1-page stories (~200-300 words), progresses to 
stories with 1-2 pages (~300-400 words), and concludes with stories with 2-3 
pages (~500-800 words). 

Each story is followed by four multiple choice questions designed to test 
how well students comprehend the story. Students who have read the story 
and who understand what they have read should be able to answer the 
questions correctly. The multiple choice questions in Part 1 have about three 
answers to choose from, while those in Part 3 have about five answers to 
choose from. 

Correct answers to every question can be found in the answer key at the 
back of the book. The answer key helps parents or teachers quickly check the 
answers, and can also be used as a self-check by students who are working 
independently. 

Although these short stories were put together in the form of a reading 
comprehension book, the reading questions are, of course, optional. These 
could also serve as bedtime stories or leisure reading, for example. 

If a student is struggling to answer the questions correctly, it may be 
helpful for a parent or teacher to listen to the student read one or more 
stories and discuss the story with the student. Personal interactions in this 
way can help the student build confidence in reading and learn how to reason 
out the answers. 

The print edition of this book includes lined space in which students 
should summarize the stories of Parts 1-2. Assigning these summaries will 
force students to read the full story instead of just searching through the text 
to quickly find the answers to the questions. It would also be good writing 
composition practice. 

May your children or students learn to love reading and may they make 
reading a lifelong habit!  
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PART 1 

Stories 1-16 (1 page each) 

 

  

 



Part 1: Stories 1–16 (1 page each) 
 

 
 

Story #1 

Treasure Hunt 

We went on a scavenger hunt at Alexia’s birthday party. We were 
told that there were several clues leading to a hidden treasure. It 
was a team adventure. We had to work together. 

The first clue was, “It is freezing cold in here.” We quickly ran 
to the kitchen and opened the freezer. 

There we found the second clue: “Alexia rests her head here at 
night.” Off we ran to her bedroom. 

We discovered the third clue under a pillow on Alexia’s bed. It 
read: “It has eighty-eight keys.” With a little thought, we dashed 
off to the living room where the piano was. 

The next clue said, “In the winter, it can get really hot in here.” 
“Um,” we said in unison. Since it was summertime, it took a little 
thought to remember that we use a fireplace in the winter. 

We found another clue on the fireplace mantle. “Alexia’s 
favorite drink is found here.” This time we quickly ran to the 
kitchen and opened the refrigerator. 

The last clue was taped to a carton of lemonade. It was a map 
that led to a treasure chest. The map led us from the refrigerator 
to the front door. It then led to Alexia’s backyard. Once in the 
backyard, it showed us to follow the brick pathway. On the map, 
an X was marked at the end of the pathway. We ran to the end of 
the pathway. Wow! We found a large decorated treasure chest. 

The map told us to take the treasure chest to Alexia’s living 
room where we could open it and share the treasure. The chest 
was filled with toys and candies.  

 
 

     8      
 



Reading Comprehension for Girls – Julie Harper 
 

 
 

Summarize the story in the space provided. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

1. The _______________ had eighty-eight keys. 
(A) computer keyboard 
(B) organ 
(C) piano 

2. The map was found _______________. 
(A) at the end of the pathway 
(B) on the carton of lemonade 
(C) on the fireplace mantle 

3. The chest was found _______________. 
(A) at the end of the pathway 
(B) in Alexia’s living room 
(C) in the refrigerator 

4. Who got the treasure? 
(A) Alexia 
(B) Alexia’s best friend 
(C) everyone shared it 
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